
 
 

NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

September 20, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 
PRESENT:   
Joe Sheehan 

Ernie Paciorkowski 

Debbie Holmwood 

Rob Bamber 

Brian Hachey 

Derek Mason, Associate Member 

Paul Halkiotis, Planning Director 

Sarah Bouchard, Assistant Town Planner  
 

7:00P.M. The Planning Board met virtually. The meeting was called to order by Mr. Sheehan 

who opened with an introduction of guidelines for virtually held meetings via the platform 

GoToMeeting.  
 

1. Approval of Minutes from 5-25-2021 (BOS/PB joint meeting), 9-7-2021 (Site 

Visit 7-9 Cottage St.) 
 

MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to approve. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Hachey.  

BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 5-0 motion passed.   

 

Public Hearings: 
        

1. Continued Public Hearing – 7-9 Cottage St., MUOD Special Permit, Luigi Sellitto & Chris 

Kirby, PE (request for continuance) 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated the applicant had requested a continuance.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to continue to October 4
th
 at 7:15 pm. 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Bamber.                                   .  

BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 4-0 motion passed. (Ms. Holmwood’s connection dropped out.)  

 

2. Continued Public Hearing – 83 Morse St. Site Plan Approval and Special Permit, David 

DePree, Cathartes, Atty. David Hern, Neil Hanson PE, Tighe & Bond 
 
 

Attorney Hern explained that they would be filing an amended application requesting additional 

relief; fewer parking spaces than required.  He requested that it be continued to October 25
th
 to 

allow time for the filing and noticing of abutters. 
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MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to continue to October 25
th
 at 7:15 p.m.                          . 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Bamber.  

BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 4-0 motion passed. (Ms. Holmwood’s connection dropped out.) 

 

Discussion: 
 

October 18, 2021 Special Town Meeting Article to amend the Official Zoning Map 

420 - 442 Walpole St., Big Y Plaza – Atty. Philip Macchi 

 

Mr. Halkiotis reminded the Board that the public hearing to amend the official zoning map was 

scheduled for October 4
th
 and that tonight was an informal discussion regarding 420-442 Walpole 

Street, the Big Y Plaza.  

Charles Berkert of Cedar Realty and Attorney Phil Macchi were present to address the Board.  

Attorney Macchi said they had been before the Board last spring to ask for support for the Big Y Plaza 

rezoning. He noted that it had been a shopping plaza since it was built in 1965 and had not been 

manufacturing since. Attorney Macchi explained that rezoning it to “business” provides increased 

flexibility to work with the parking lot area and out towards Walpole Street.  He noted there is a small 

area on the property that is already zoned “business” which directly abuts 34/35 Davis.  He added that 

even though a special permit would not be required for businesses in the plaza, it would still require site 

plan review.    

A Davis Avenue abutter expressed a concern regarding the rezoning changing the side setback 

requirement down to zero. The Assistant Planner noted that some of the residential homes surrounding 

the plaza are also zoned for manufacturing and some are in the general business districts.  Attorney 

Macchi replied that moving the location of the 50,000 square foot building closer to the lot line was 

very unlikely.  He said that area is used for loading and unloading.  

Mr. Halkiotis pointed out the mix of several properties in the area whose current use also differs from 

the zone and said in the future they can look to address them.   

Board members asked questions and expressed positive support of correcting the zoning to match the 

long-time use.  
 

 Planning Board Business: 
 

1. Discussion October 18
th
, Special Town Meeting 

 

Mr. Halkiotis reviewed the Articles; tax increment financing agreement with Moderna, Big Y rezoning, 

and approval of the Capital Improvement Plan.  He discussed possible locations of Town Meeting and 

stated that depending on where it’s held, he may not be able to do a PowerPoint presentation but that 

they would still have the information on the yellow sheets and handouts. 

 

2. Department updates & other business 

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that the Town had been approached by a commercial broker and 

representatives from Dana Farber Cancer Institute and that they were looking for a site for a proton 

treatment facility  

 

He updated the Board on the request to the Personnel Board for a 15-hour, part-time Community 

Preservation Coordinator position paid for by Community Preservation Administration funds to run the 

projects, provide staff support to the Committee, and to track the budgets and project statuses.  He said 

the Personnel Board voted to establish the position at an N7 ($27-$32 hr). 
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Brief discussion was had regarding identifying areas, within a half mile radius of MTBA facilities that 

could be developed for multifamily housing.  Mr. Halkiotis said he was waiting for the State to come 

out with the rules/regulations.  

 

He announced that the Forbes property was going out to bid again this Friday. For further information, 

he said to go to the town website; Purchasing Dept., under Current Bid Opportunities. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis gave a brief update on the Saint Street Lot. 

He also informed the Board that the General Manager and Selectmen requested a public input meeting 

for discussing future plans for two town owned properties at the corner of Stearns Drive and Elliot 

Street. He said the Selectmen would like to create a pocket park.  Residents within 300 feet were 

notified of the 7:00 pm September 23
rd
 meeting at the Senior Center.   

 

Mr. Halkiotis said they inspected the condos behind Saint Catherine’s Church and asked the developer 

to bring in the landscaper that did the design plan to confirm that everything was build according to the 

plan.  

 

He also discussed a recent application that was rejected due to noncompliance with the bylaw. 

 

Discussion was had regarding future meeting places and Paul updated the Board.   
 

Adjournment: 

 
MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn. Motion was seconded by Mr. Bamber.   

BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 5-0 motion passed.   

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:00 p.m.   

Next Meeting: October 4, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  

 


